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Chalrman Straus.

By selecting Oscar 8. StrRaus to
head the Public Service Commission
in this distriet Governor WHITMAN
has deprived his appointment of any
political significance, and definitely
rejected an opportunity to strengthen
his political machine. The tempta-
tion to deal otherwise with this pat-
ronage was not inconsiderable; the
Governor is ambitious and there are
precedents to sustain a course con-
trary to that he followed. No cltizen
desirous of seeing the commission re-
main a respectable executive agency
will withhold from the Governor
eredit for his abstention from partl-
sanship.

Of Mr. 8traus’'s fitness for the office
po New Yorker needs to be informed.
FEducated an a lawyer, successful as
a husiness man, skilled in diplomacy,
experienced in the management of
commerclal and public affairs, Dot
unsophisticated as to the wiles of
politicians, he seems peculiarly well
equipped for a difficult and exacting
task. Naturally, much will be ex-
pected of him, and there is no man in
town who ean face the expectations
of his fellows on reentering thelr ser-
vice with greater confidence than the
pew chairman.

Pyramiding for Charity.

Because there Is sense and houesty
in the guestion which it pute, and
because others may share the doubt
expressed by Its writer, Tur Suw
ecomments briefly upon the subjoined
communication ;

*To THE EpiTonr oF THE SUN—Si; Was
that & moral act of the Atlanta preacher
who, pyramiding an investment of §100
m cotton, and holding as the market
stands to-day $30,000 worth of the staple,
intends to devote his profits to supply-
tng industrial education for poor chil-
dren? It seems to me the end does not
quite justify the ineans. H. A.

“New York, December 9"

S8ince the need is &0 worthy, our puz-
sled correspondent must consider the
means pecullarly immoral. There is
Scriptural precedent even for the use
of what some exponents of fine spun
morality have called tainted money.
But the money which the Atlanta
clergyman proposes to devote to his
enterprise of practical usefulness
bears no raint, He has shown both
shrewdness and courage In turning
his small Investinent into a respecta-
ble working capital., Hiw profita rep-
resent a legiumate Increment. He
did not hoard his money, but “went
forth and traded with the same” and
mavde money.

(‘uul\try and sophistry may make
of this act an offence, and pyram!ling
is not to ba commended to all who
have charitable Impulses; but for set-
tlement of hls qualms we should like
to refer “H. A."” to a comunittee of the
prospective heneficlaries of the profit-
able speculation,

The Aeroplane as a Vessel

Collector Marosg of the Port of
New York has decided after confer-
ring with his customs experts that an
meroplune is a vessel and that the
aviator Is a sniling master, This de-
cision will go to Washington for ap-
proval or rejection by the hewd of the
Treasury Department. If Secretary
McApoo upholds the view of Collector
MavLoNE the question wlll arise as to
whether or not any particular aero-
plane I8 a war vessel, and that ques-
tlon naturally will go to the Secre-
tary of the Navy, There is nlways
the posslbility, since aeroplanes are
used chiefly for war purposes, that
any such eraft arriving from a for-
eign country may he n wnr vessel,

The Hon. Josegrnvs Daxieig, al-
though from the upland region of his
favored State, has become since his
entrance Into the navy such o satu-
rated salt that he would not think of
applying the test discoversd by one
of his predecessors In office, who
after belng received on honrd a war
vessel with all the appropriate honors
glanced down a companionway and
exclaimed: “I'll be jigged if the
thing ain’t holler!™ 1f an aeroplane
15 a vessel under a decision of the
Treasury Department, then a hostile
aeraplane will be a war vessel If the
"question ever comes up hefore Secre-
tary Daxives, notwithstanding  the
ahgence of the hollowness that Is one

of the chief characteristios of all
other vessels, marine or not,
The custom  house  decision  was

made by Colleetor Mavosg in the cuse
.‘l‘n aviator named Caresrrom who

Cannda after a daring flight. Of
course the vessel of which Mr. Ma-
LoNE'S decision sets Canratrom down
ns master s not a warship; but in
making or affirming decisions the
heads of Federal departments must
bear In mind the far reaching prece-
dents thelr actlon may establish. It
is not likely that any head of n de
purtment is unaware of the questions
to which the arrival of Captain Canr-
STROM'A vessel may eventually give
rise and point.

Is This Sound Reasoning?

What the President sald in hiz mes-
snge as to reasons why the Govern-
ment “cannot omit to begin" the con-
struction, ownership and operation of
merchant ships analyzes somewhat
oddly:

“Capital eannot accompiish this task
of a sudden®

What instrumentality for sudden
accomplishment could Government
employ that capital could not?

“It is evident that only the Govern-
ment can undertake such beginnings and
assume the Initial financial riek.”

What i1s the evidence? 1Is it the
fact that eapital has undertaken
many times greater beginnings and
invariably assumed the initlal finan-
cial risk? Becnuse capital has done
these things In the past, Is that what
makes it “evident” that “only the
Government” ean do these things In
the future?

‘*When the risk has passed and pri-
vate oapital begins to find its way In
sufficient abundunce into these new chan-
nela the Government may withdraw.”

Would private capital ever “find Its
way in sufficilent sbundance” where
the Government was an active, well
equipped competitor, and where the
competitor “may”-—and may not—
withdraw?

Dr. Ellot on Efficlency.

Dr. Cuartes W. Error must have
shocked the civil service reformers
when he sald at the meeting of their
national league in Ph'ladelphia that
“If the free Governments cannot or-
gnnize and maintain as effective ar
wies and navies as the autocratle Gov-
ernments enn and fight as well as the
autocratic Governments do, they will
not survive the attacks of despotie
Governments."” As stated, ¢he propo-
sltlon 1s sound enough, but those clvll,
service reformuers who are dedicated
to peace at any price will deplore
the military spirit of Dr. ErioT's state-
ment. He went on to say:

“If the fred Governments are to con-
tinue to Hve in Europe, or in ths world
at large, they must prove themselves
to be at least as effective as autocratic
Governauents in developing Industrial,
commercial, finuncial and m!iftary efMi.
cleney. '

All autocrate Governments do not
display military efficiency, however.
Scientific warfare as the Russiang
practise it leaves much to be desired
by the Petrograd Government. The
brave Turkish army tights much more
effectively when disciplined and led
by German ofticers ; and even the Aus-
trinns made a sorry showing In the
field until the German General Staf’
took hold of them. We fancy the
free Governments can organize nnid
maintain effective armies when their
c¢itizens are thoroughly aroused to
the Importance of an adeguate sys
tem of natlonal defence, but getting
them to the point 1s almost o Inbor
of Sisyeuvs, Dr. Evior Is doing his
hest, and he renders a publie serviee
by preaching the' Germun doetrine of
thoroughness whenever he has an op-
portunity to talk to his fellow coun-
trymen,

Sickness Insurance.

One:of the chief causes of poverty
among the masses |8 the absence of
foresight to prevent distress in time
of slckness, For many vears private
cooperiative socletles have sought to
solve this problem, with more or less
success, but no Government recog-
nized its responsibility on thls score
until Germuny initiated n law provid-
Ing for slekness insurance for s
wange enrners, which has contributed
largely to their welfare,

A few vears ago n plan of sickness
insurnnee was proposed and enacted
in England, which ereated a goord
deal of dissatisfuction among physi-
clans, but it appears to work out
fuirly well for the protection of the
working people. In this country n
method of providing ngainst losses by
necidents In varlous oceupations has
been legalized in some States,

An officer of the United States Puh.
lie Health Service, assigned to the
Commission on Industrial Relatlons,
hrought out the startling faect that
sickness produces seven times as much
destitution as aceldents, It wns as-
certalned that each of the 30,000,000
wage earners In the United States
loses In the course of a year nine
dnys by renson of lllness. At an
uvernge value of labor of 82 a du;
the loss to the wage earners of (h:
I'nited States from slckness s §500 -
000,000,  If the expenditure for phy-
sleinng  and  medicines  be  added,
amounting te £180,000,000, the cost of
slekness would be $6G30,000,000,

Abhout 35 per cent, of lllness amon -
the working people demands rellef
by private or public charity.  ‘I'he
sunitary conditions of factories, ot
fees or stores necd (o e guarded
but they are of far less import thon
hand dwellings, inndequate food and
clothing,  The Iatter may bhe Im
proved only by higher wages, ng Sur
geon-Genernl  Goraas has woll
pointed out,  This great sanltarving
attributes the favoruble henlth econ
ditions of the Panama Zone as com-

i

from our friendly nelghbor

parfid with other sections of the coun-

try to better llving conditions arising
from increased wages,

There 1s no Immediate prospect of
an Incrense In wages of the average
workers sufficlent to enable them to
secure for themselves freedom from
economle eauses of discase,

Bince the' present methods of dis.
ease preventlon and cure are expen-
slve, the commission recommends n
new method bared on the cooperative
actlon of those responsible for these
conditlons. A system of sickness In-
surance Is regarded a= the most fen-
sible single remedy. ‘The right of the
Federal Government to tax Industries
for this purpose has been recognized
since 1788, when the law taxing regls-
tered vessels for the support. of the
Marine Hospital Service was passed.
An extgnsive scheme for a Federal
syatem of sickness insurance is out-
lined by the commission, providing
for a natlonal sickness finsurance
commission, composed of representa-
tives of employers and employees in
equal ratlo, with the Federal Com-
missioner of Labor Statistics and the
Surgeon-General of the Public Health
Service as ex officlo members,

The antagonlsm encountered by
the State compensation acts  will
doubtless be multiplied when the com-
mission's recommendations are offered
in the shape of a Congressional act.
It s to be hoped, however, that «
measure which promises such benefi-
cent results, without serious encroach-
ment upon the Individual, may be
calmly and Judiciously econsidered,
The wage earner is the bone nnd
sinew of the land. To preserve his
physieal, mental and moral Int®grity
should be an Important a'm of legis
Intive action,

The German Chancellor on Peace.

The only effect of Chaneellor vox
BernMax~y-Horrwea's speech in the
Relchstag upon the subject of peace
will naturally be a reiteration by
Great Britain and her allies of thelr
purpose te continue the war until
their cause Is triumphant., “Be the
Journey long or short, we shall not
pause or falter,” said Mr., Asgritm
in his Guildhall nddress on Novemher
9, “until we have secured for the
smaller States of Europe their char-
ter of independenee, and for Kurope
ftself, and for the world at Inrge,
their finnl emancipation from the
relgn of force.”

As the Imperlal German Chuaneellor
declares in the Reichstng that Ger-
many is not fighting to subjugnte
other nations, but “for the protection
of life and liberty.” both s«ldes be

“his first characteristic book of poems,
“Christ ‘in Hades" That was only
nineteen years ago; but PHiLLIps so
quickly established his reputation,
hewed so faithfully to the line It
eurly nssumed, amd reappeared so reg-
ularly that the years lengthened pleas-
antly for his renders,

It would be easy, too easy, (o
annlyze Prmures's thought and style,
and find In him echoes of Keats and
others, But artists, llke other folks,
are appreclated for that In their
words and deeds which differentiates
the Individual from the herd. Prurr-
virs turned his gift of graceful dic-
tion, his poetic’imagination, his tech-
nique ifoto a single channel. The
thread that runs through the web of
his artist life is his devotion to Greek
ideals. Always he endeavored to cast
modern thought in the mould of Hel-
lenie philosophy of the beautiful. This
ia true not only of his dramas but of
his lesser compositions and even hiw
lyrics. Form was his idol.

“Paolo and Francesea" was< his
high water mark. One of his plays
wns acted, badly, In New York half a
dozen years ngo. It 1s perhaps to he
regarded ns testimony to his estab-
lished high position In British litera-
ture that his works of the Inst few
years were accepted go calmly,

When ls BRYAN going to hold his
convention?

In the name of safety first scanda-
fously unscientific Dan Curip should
warn his eminent but somewhat care-
less messenger, the stork, to be par-
ticularly wary when he visits Chivawo.

Tha Hon. Jim CrmMing says he
Kknows that there was nothing heroic
about the James bovs becausa "1 rode
with them, camped with them, went
into the jaws of death and the fumes
of hell with them." Setting down
naught for the Hon. Jim’s tropical
hyperbolification, has he not expressed
the sedate cltizgen’'s notion of heroics
In his denial? *“Jaws of death” and
“fumes of hell.” Mercy!

ErNEsT TioMPsoN SBETON, so says
Chief Scout WesT, lost his office of
Chief Scout becausge hLe objected to
the boys belng  taught  American
patriotism. HBut he got back into the
papers, which, for so modest a goul,
were paradise enow

It would be in no way strange If
the eareer In Congress of the Hon.
Tsaac BACHRACH, the new Representa-
tive from the Million Dollar Pler dis-
trict of New Jersey, should prove to he
Ilke a bumblebes—the biggest when
born, The new Congressman from At-
lantie City made the Journey to Wash-
Ington "accompanied by 160 Bachrach
boosters” and a brass band tralned to
| drown the booming of the wild Atlan-
| tic surf on the Jersey sands. DACH-

FRENCH HOSPITALS.

Conditions and Needs of the Blinded
Soldlers,

To THe EpiTor oF T Sun—8ir; The
following official report on one of the
hoepitals for the blind in France has
been sent by Miss Hollingsworth of the
Americnn Girls Ald Organization:

“Laet week 1 visited the hospital for
the blind, under the direction of Mr. Val-
lery-Radot. This institution is supported
by private subscriptions, and although
8o far the donations have been very
generous, nearly all the money collected
has to be used fur food and running
expenses, They are In great nesd of
all kinds of clothing, especially mocks,
bedroom slippers, shoes and shirts as
well as handkerchiefs. The bullding
which has been given to this committee
waa an old school, situated In the oentre
of a beautiful garden, o that on nice
days the blind soldlers are able to be
out In the air.

“On entering the building we were
first shown into a large room, which
must have been a recitation hall, as
there was a platform at one ¢nd where
a piano had been placed, and one of the
nurses was giving a singing lesson to a

sides his eyesight. It was terribly sad to
sea him, but any kind of occupation that
takea their mind away from thelr afflic-
tion helps them.
rom wara soldlers making macramé
lace. They hope by selling their work
to become eelf-supporting, but as lace
of this kind can be bought for almost
nothing I cannot ree how they will ever
be able to make a living out of it. I
promised to take their work to New York
and try to dispose of it there. They
were very much encouraged when 1 said
this, and one poor fellow, a young of-
ficer who has lost all his family and is
now penniles, pald that he would work
night and day. He was ons of the most
interesting men 1 talked to, as he seemed
to be very Intelligent, and on inquiring
what he had done before the war he sald
that he had been a reporter for some
newspaper,

“They have 2060 blind soldiers in this
Inatitution. The soldiers are sent to
them after they leave the hospitals and
are not able to return to their families,
Some of the men have no families and
consequently will be dependent for life.
It is astonishing what courage these men
show; one never hears them complain
and they are all eager to learn some
trade. Wa visited the various depart-
ments where they are taught to make
| brushes, cane chairs, basket making,
| typewriting, printing the books for the
!'btlrnd and varlous kinds of furniture re-
| palring.

“Some of the men had thelr bare feet
in their shoes, there being wa lack of
| socks, and they must have been cold in
' going back and forth to the different
| bulldings, especially as the ground was
(particularly muddy aml thelr shoes were
| very poor. One poor fellow who had los!
| both legs and his eyesight timidly asked
mie If 1 thought it would be possible for
| some of my friends to give him an old
mandolin, as he has been very fond of
musie and felt sure that with a litth
| practice he would bhe able to earn his
living in this way. They ask for al
sorts of musical Instruments; flutes, vio-
| ling, mandolins, "&c., and 1 am sure that
| if we asked mome of our committees to
Itry to get us a few Instrumeila we
| would bring a grat deal of happiness to
| these men who have lust =0 much. The
| pitiful part was that they were sa very
young., Nome were boys of nineteen who
scemed strong and well in every other
| way, but whose faces were sn terribly
lcllsngurwl that {t was repulsive to talk

ligve, or malntain, that their eause 5| gacin, the hoosters and the band pa-|to them.”

the cause of justice, free government, | raded Washington, the musiclans play-,

progress and humanity. Such belng
the case, overtures for peace ennnot
be expected until one side or the
other is decisively beaten in the field
or, Its resources dwindling, finds it
self unable to continue the stroccle,
Six months ago Mr. Asqgrirn sald
that the war was a war of exhaus-
tlon, implying that neither side wonld
submit or surrender until it eould
fight no longer. Yet the statesinen on
hoth sides profess to be ready to dis-
cuss terms of peace, Mr, Asquirin on
Wednesday in the House of Commons
and Chaneellor vox Bernasaxs-Hon
wra In the Reichstag yesterday,  As
Great Britain, Frapee, Russin, Italy
and Japan are leagusd together
make peace ns a unit, ME Asquinn’s
statement meant only that overtures
from the other side would he consid-
ered, but obviously on the hasis of

complete aceeptance of the ferms of
the five nations lengue,

When we come 1o
Gierman  Chaneellor's

the

ll"

exinmine
disenssjon

possible terms of peace wa find that

peace 18 conditioned upon the sub-
misslon of the enemies of “1ife nnd

Itherty” who forced Germany into the

war. and that the Chaneellor's pro-
spectug contalns terms that might he
thrust down the throats of the Allles
but which otherwise they would never
aecept. IT the Allles are not ready to
admit thelr inferfority and impotence
then they are to be held responsible
for the continuation of the war,

1If the Chancellor's speech 1s nota
ble for the intlmation that Germany

in the enbled version nothing 1=
suld about her allles—is confident of
vietory but 1s nevertheless inoa re-
ceptive  attitude regards
there is logienl insistence that
resources In foodstuft's are ndequate,
and that her commuand of copper, so
essentinl in the muonfucture of am-
munition, 18 nll that conld be desired,
Yot submarine warfare was waged to
frustreate Englond's ntiempt to starve
the German nation into submission,
and 1t 18 kpown that there hus heen
u dearth of eopper in Germany, which
may. however, be relleved hy workinge
the Serhinn mines,

Optimists will no doubt polnt to the
Chaneellor's deelnration that “We o
not fight to subjugnte other nations™
and fondly indulge the hope that Ger
many would eonsider proposals  to
evacuute Belginm, although notice |
served that Alspee-Lorralne will not
he surrendered. nor apparently ['o
land, sinea In the ease of hoth prov-
inces the natlonality argument 18 used
to prove Germany’s title to them, Al
the comfort that optimism enn eox-
teaet from the Chanecellor's long her-
ulded speech 1s that peace was his
tople, and that when Ministers begin
1o tnlk nbout peace there Is nt lenst
¢ Wilver Huning to the hlack clowd of
war, In this ense only a partinl eye
enn discern 1t,

Stephen Phillips.

Although he hml not reachsd by
twenty years his threescore and ten,
it seems, now that Strears Puyinnps
s dend, as though 2 veteran of ng-
Hsh letiers hod possed,  Born in 1508,
it was not until he hwd attnined his

ne e

4

twenty-eighth year that he published

{ing “The Conquering Hero Comes,”
! until other persona in the capital mis-
| took them for the advertising outfit of
(a proprietary remedy and asked one
| wnother *Who is the corn curing hero?
| Before  setting out on  his

phant

appropriate officials at the House ask-
Ing for the reservation of 160 seats in
the private gallerles from which his
160 boosters could witness hls Induc-
| tion into office. He got all but 159 of
I!h.u- geats he demanded. Still it may
| be that Mr, Baciiracu will turn out to
I ba in some way a useful seat holder
lon the floor of the House and that
after his departure a fife and drum
| corps may furnish not inappropriate
node when he allghts from the train
in Atlantic City.

| ——

| Ofcial and unotficlal reports from
the Owear 11, agree in one thing. Al
of them Indicate that those members

|

Lof the pacifle party who enlisted with |

| the hetief that they would have a rol-
Heking good time at Its promoter’'s ex-
pense have been bitterly disappolnted
Imugine spending a sea trip listening
ty the preachments of HEN LINDSEY
and other talkative reformers!

Dispassionate study of the career |1,
this country of Cuantes . AKED dis-
closes the fact that in all the world
[ there Is not (o=day a more appropriate
spot for his environment than the ves-
| sl which shelters the members of the
| fitney peace mission.

|

|
|

‘. A workman of a gang employed in
| razing the “Grover House' in Caldwell,
I'N. ., one of the homea of GROVER
CLEVELAND, found a cigar between par-
itmnnq marked with a date showing
it to be more than fifty yvears old. He
smoked 1t and pronounced 1t good but
“a lUitle strong.” Clegars are not gup-
to Improve greatly with age.

posed

trium- |
passige IIWCHRACH wrote to the |

Contributions of clothing, musical in-
struments, &c., can ba sent to the Anen -
i-‘.m Girle Ald, Pler 57, North Rives

Marig-L. PROVENCHER
December 9,

THE PUN.

i Philosophy of & Form of Hamor Sald
to Be Moribund In This Country.

To THE EpvrtoR oF Tue SuNn—~Sir:
f« the fashion to despise the pun. So-
Lciety  Ignores It Editors ignite their
| pipes with it, ‘The superstage does not
| hear it, and when it is sprung in aude-
ville the audience yields It a grudged
and patronizing ripple.  Yet how empty
‘and lrrational, how morally paltrey, s
this wholesale condemnation!

The history of the pun i1s brilliant and
honorable., 1= informs all litera
tures. Shakespeare sponsored it. kEver
the Church, both in Eugland and Amer-
iew, has held it relevant to a moral pur-
pose, Thomas Hood, Sydney Smuth, Al
bert Smith of “The Wassail Bowl,'" the
clder Becketl, Surtees of the sportin
novels, Thendore Hook, Wilherforce
Calverley and Charles Lamb  punnec
with dignity a= well as with effect,

In Ameriea, where, too, 1 not ignobls
history enveops the play on words
where from Mather Byles through Iy
tor Holmes to Father Tabb a tradition
of aptness and trenchancy has  been
maintained, in America the pun f8 now
declassed, in the discard apparently for
good. What s the rearon of this?

It s the ineradicable crawling self-
consciousness innate in human nature
which has at lust by cumulation slain
the pun. The apologetic smirk, the side
glancing deprecatory wiggle or grunt, the
replete phenomeni of a self-excuipatory
self-congciousness attend the reception
and digestion of the play on words, Re-
gard the facea about you when  ghe
floundering comedian, casting back upon
the old rich fallow of his early recol-
lection, attempts to “put over” & pun
the displuy of repressed and throttled
natural reaction o scared eyes s no
ghort of hideous. 8o with more sophig-
ticated forms: no pun, however flagrant,

New Yomrk,

Use

i

| Mr. CLEVELAND Was® a man Ur. lutn‘.-.n-l could be a8 pitlably banil a8 the patron-
{ mind, and he left to his secretary, jzing hollow chortle with which it s
[ Dan Tasoxt, afterward a Cabinet | o powadays to meet 1t

!m- mber under him, many of the de- 1 the final analysis the pun has hesn
| tull® of the White House reception®|done to death by the attitude of the
1t wos told at the time that on a|punster toward it, Tts makers have al-
I morning after the President had en- | Wiys had this pusillanimous  defensive
tertalned  the Congressmen of his|tongue in the cheek deportment I
party he said to his secrotary: “Dax-|lolme himself, after excoriating the

kL, | hear that some of our friends
are complaining of a lack of demo-
cratie simplicity last nlght.,” “I don’t
see why they should,” replied LAMONT,
“1 had three fugs of it set around up-
stalrs where I thought they were sura
to find it When tha White House
ta torn down something may be found
that has really Improved with age.
Representative Moow, chalrman of
the House PPost Offlca Committee, pro-
poses n law for the electlion of United
States marshals, district attorneys, col-
lectors of internal revenue and post-
masgters by vote of the people. The
hallot now heing too ghort,

8t T.onis 1t I8, and In midsummer
hat and beery, but none who must go
to political conventions should coms-
plnin; it might have been Kansas
City!

No, the hyphen {8 not mightier than
the sword,
e e A S TR

To the Lady Eglantine,

We greet you, Lady Tglantine,
(wur hoinagse render,

Yaou hundred thousand Aoliar hen
Msp'ayed in splendor

But aometlines, crave ¥ou not a life
Devold of glory,

To be o common harn yard fow!
Of shaple story ?

Waould vou not rather 1ay an exg
Hecurely hidden,

And sernte i some nelghhar's flawer hed
For secds forbidden?

Or when yvour fadnt Intelligence
i prablem tackles,
Are yvour contented to reflect

ney cuckles?
“ﬂu lasnnenian WiLaon,
!
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practice in “The Autocrat of the Break-
fast Table,” procecds to capitalize i
by a string of specimens, 1t {8 almos
axiomutiec that the inveterate punsters
will have prefives in denunciation,

| Phe scotling audience’'s self-conscious
|pess s a reflex, its  insinecere  and
| posturing derision the inescapable cor
lollary of a posture,  Between the twe
| Insincerities hag been snuffed ont a form

of humor which at its worst alway
earried its own punishment of annihila-
tion (mora ruit sus) and at s best
contributed  bhoth  to cogeney  and o
coruscation 8 K. WiLsox,
Hwanrusmone, Pa, December 8

Fire Protectlon for  Washington
Helghis,

To e EMTor oF "'TE 8UN With
reference to the lether of “H, L. ¢ in
{THE SuN of December 8, 1t will be doubt

lesg of interest to many of your readers

on Washington Heights to know that thia
|!|-.~m‘|.|i‘|nu. after presenting the facts in
=|'r-K;|1|| to the propoxed removal of En
Lwine Company Noo 28 from itg present
Nocation at 164th street and Amsierdam
avenue, backed by petitions slgned by
many hundreds of residents and business
people of Warhington Heights, hus con
vineed the Fire Commissioner that the
proposed change should not be made. W,
have this morning recelved a notificatio
to this effect from the lon, Robert
Adamson, Fire Commlissioner

REGINALD PPELHAM Bovron,
Secretary  Washington  Helghts  Tax-
pavers  Association
NEwW York, December 0,

Nir

A Young Burleson.
hat boy of mine has the Kecnest i

agination, but it'e a negutive one, for oa
winple, Lie thinks he ouly spent §5 on that

GOVERNMENT OWNED SHIPS.

Mr. Mearns's Advice to England Can
Be Applled to America.

To THE Epitor or THr BuN—S8ir: 1
call your attentlon to the remarks of Mr,
A. D. Mearns, general manager of the
Cunard Steamship Company of Liver-
pool, printed in the one-thousandth num-
ber of the Syren:

A word may not be out of place with
reference 1o the imposition by the State
of limitations wpon ship owners. 1L la not
too much to omim that the development
of the Brjtish mercantile manine Is the
resulk very largely of Initiative and enter-
prise developed and realised by those Inde-
pendent bodles wirich direct the fortunes
of the big shipping companies, In wso far
as restrictions are Imposed upon the exer-
clse of thelr expert judgment In matters
appertalning to ¢he ever Increasing prob-
lema that confront them, thelr usefulnoss
to the nation at large Is bound to suffer,
Modern transit is so complex, & combina-
jtion of #0 many ftema of which asclence
and economéos are the most evident, mod-
ern shipping 18 so flexible and adaptable,
#0 susceptible to trade conditions gener-

poor fellow who had lost hoth legs be- |

At both sides of this |

ally, so delloately balanced, that unless ite
conduct be left very largely In the hands
of those who know thoroughly ita Intrica-
cles, general disorganization with a dis-
astrous effect upon economic life wiil in-
evitahly suparvene.

Riska cannot be undertaken without
hops of a reasanable msturn. Develop-
menta necessary for the continuanee of
our all Important foreign trade eannot
be carried out If & well meaning bt
short sighted peley & followed by the
Btate.

From such an authority as Mr.
Mearns, those remarks ought to carry
weight on our side of the water. It
would also be well if some of our én-
thusiasts for Government owned ships
would ponder upon the disastrous result
of the West Australinn Government's
attempt to run steamers.

James McG. Brown,

New York, December 9.

SAID "CLUBBER"” WILLIAMS.

A Long Ago Talk With a Noted Po-
liceman on Pistol Carrying.

To THE EpiTorR OF THE SUN-—Sir! The
brief letter of “Johu Worthy" in THE
SuN of Decamber 7 suggesting the repead
of the Sulllvan law "so that the mujor
portion of the community may learn
something from the well equipped and
especially privileged minority, the gun-
men,” recalls a talk 1 had with Police
Captaln  Alexander 8, Willilams before
there was any Sullivan law and when
the law forbade only “the carrying of
concealed weapons,’

Meeting  Willimins one  evening at
Moadway and one of the Tenderloin
crosg streots | asked him if the caplain's
wold shield on his coat was a reward for
excellence In elublbing.

“No: | didn't get this one for club-
Hing,” he replied. Then he turned back
his  coat, showed a costly diamond
studded shleld and suggested, “Perhaps
this is the ona you had in mind "

The conversation turned to the then
existing law agalnet carrying concealed
weapons, and | asked him whom the
law prevented from carrying pocket fire-
arms, for example.

“All law ablding persons'
swered.

“Any others?'

“Not that T know of .

“Then the law puts thiose who obey
t at a disadvantage,” T suggested,

“Not very much,” Willlama replied
“I'ew men Iin these parts except crooks
Hnow how to use a ravolver”

“Hlow about the police™ That was
hefore any good svstem of instruction

he an-

CAUSE OF PELLAGRA.

Was the Public Health Service Experi-
ment Properly Conducted?

To the Epitor oF THr Sun—S8ir: It
has recently been reported that the
Public Health Bervice hus made an

epoch making experiment ending in the
discovery that the cause of pellagra
s a lack of protein In the diet, and that
the cure is the addition of meat, egR#,
milk, beans, peas and other proteld
foods to the deficient diet. An institu-
tion of girls is cited In which those
who did the kitchen work and helped
themeelves freely to meat, eggs and milk
did not incur the dlsease, while among
the other inmates it was very preva-
lent. Conviets wera fed for five monthe
on a “one sided” diet of blscuits, fried
mush, Krits, brown gravy, syrup, corn
bread, cabbage, sweel potutoes, rice, col-
lards, coffee und sugar, and six out of
eleven contracted pellagra, The usual
nervoud,  gastro-intestinal  and skin
symptoma appeared, Four famous med-
foal men pronounced the disease in these
onses true pellagra.

There is no reagon to doubt the facts
as reported, but there ja excellent rea-
son for pronouncing unjustifiable the
Interpretation placed upon them, namely,
that the cause and cure of pellagra
have been found to be related to variety
in diet,

Thirty years of experimenting upon
myself enables me 1o say positively that
the articles allowed the prisoners form
an excellent diet If four of them are
eliminated. 1 refer to brown gravy,
syrup, coffee and sugar, which are not
foods and are detrimental to health. But
it will be comnceded that these four items
ara not bad enough to ecause an other-
wise good dlet to develop pellagra. The
remaining elght articles, biscuits, mush,
grits, corn, cabbage, sweet potatoes,
rice and collards, are excellent foods.
Taken separately, any one of them will
support life indefinitely. ‘There ls no
ralnsaying this, for such exclusive dlets
have been adhered to ot least as long
ns the Public Health Service's experi-
ment on the convicts, and such experi-
ments have been kept up for years
with no Injury to health, but rather a
constant Improvement,

Then there Is something wrong in the
eonclusion reached by the experts, It
cannot be true that an Insufficlently di-
versified dlet eaused pellagra in the six
subjects. So the question arises, what
was it that caused the damage to the
convlets' health”

The answer is not fur to seek. The
report reads that the components of the
dietary were “‘properly cooked.” Here
i# tha clue to the dire effects upon these
unfortunate men. “Properly cooked,” In
the minds aven of experts, means cooked,
and that is bad enough, The collards
rice, sweet potatoes, cabbage, grite and
mush were bolled, ‘The bLig-uits and
corn hread were baked The mush was
friedk  Paing wera taken 1o have these
things “properly cooked.” and so T infer
that they were thorougnly cooked. Thus
the life wns cooked out of everythine,
and the poor men had nothing to live
on, lLack of varlety had nothing to do
with thelr pellagra. Had meat, eggs,
milk, beans and peas been added to
their regimen, but all so ‘“‘properly
cooked,” their distress would have been
Just as great,

If the Public Health
this experiment azain
same articles of food, wheat; maize
tlee, eabbage, sweet potatoes and col-
larda, and sub-cook them in an electrie
oven at 190 degrees by a self-reglstering
thermometer, T will guarintee that the

Service will try
and take these

elaven convicts will all have hetter health

at the end of flve months than the other
sixtv-four prisoners
E. D. BRINKERNOFF
P11 River, Mass, December 9

indd practice had been introduced in the
{orce.

“Weil, many of them ecouldn't hi:,
the side of & mountain even If thdl‘h'I
revolvers ecould be made to go off.” said
the eaptaln ‘

“What's
asked,

“Ome carried out of sight.' !

“Then 1 have one in my hip packet ™ |

“Hive you a permit?”

“No. it's a handkerchief 1 ould
stranzle n feeble mun to death with {r.”

1 asked Captain Willlams if T had the
right under the law to carry a revolier, |
shutgun or rifle fn my hand {f 1 deeme:!
it necessary for my protection and he
replicd that he thought 1 had

“What would happen to me™" 1 asked

“Maybe nothing at all If 2 erowd
followed you some policamun probably |
would arrest you as disarder| |

“"Buat the ecrowd would be the dis. |
rderly persons* |

“True, but the police view waon'd h,'
that you provoked the disorder

a <oncealed weapon?’ !f

I haven't talked with Captain Wil |
s since tha Sulllvan law went into
nffiu t X, |

NEw Yomg. December 8 |

|

ITALIAN VICTORIES.

Is Mr. Kiener in Direet Communlens !
tion With the Austrian Frontler? |

To THUE EDITOR 0F THE SUN—Sir: Thel
General Staff the Italian armny
certalily  deeply  indebted, and should
immediately cable 1o Tue =uvx their
entiiusiinst thanks for the brilliant
victories which THE 8UN I8 dally win-
ning for the ltalian army May 1 askl
wlhat the sense I8 of Inventing victories
which have nevep been won and never
could be won?

Italy declared war on
gary May 1915
hep entire Hahting
thrown azainst th
Austrian-Hungarian foree  which
feruds  the  Austrian  frontler againet |
Italy At nJow estimate GO0,000 Jtalian
soldiers, the flower of the Italinn nr'n..l
have already fallen in the vain -‘""'”-l"-}
to break the Austrian line oan the lsonzao
and the Tyrolean frontier No oappre-
ciable wilns have bean made s everys |

of is

Sineca that day
bheen
amill

an o8,

:\'lsl"i.n.llu:.-l
|

strenglh
comparatively

body knows, and thera cannot be any |
doubt that the present desperate effort |
i Italy to foree the Isonzo line will, |
like its predecessors, end In fallure
Doubtless  history  will  characierigs
ftuly's part In the great world's war

@ a Mfaree. You know that, of eourse, s

vell as does any person of {utellizence,
Yau also know that it s contrary ta all
facta 1o repart the capture of “many
Austrian fortresses” Hiyv the Ttallan army,
Wiy, then, 1 ask, are yvou fenturing
ach les in your paper?

CHARLES KikNen

Wasuixaron, D O, Decombie: w

An Ohle In Massachusetis,
To THE EDiTor oF THE 8UN—S8i)
vour vialned newspuper of Twoem by
vou gay of Ohio @, Barber that “perhaps

he §s the only person In the world one
of whose given names s (hin If vany
will turn to vour "Who's W) in Amer
e o will find Melvin Ohio Adams
af thix Stute, president of the Roston

Revers Beach and Lynn Raflroad, a na

tive of Asihboarnhan, & town wh i

dotted with memorials of hils gonerosity

in fine one of the eltizens of Massachn

setts whom [0 would be most fpexensahle

to overlook ROBERT 1. OV PRrieN
BostTon, December 0

Preparedness,
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our #hips
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Tt for Tat.
Knlcker  How ke a
pats irtaing for a Chelstinas presen: *
Knfeker-<Fine: and 11l give vay
Igars 1o keap the maoths sut af them

Mores wauld oy
of «

ehieken house he bullt, b It actually The Fashion
st 17 With skating rinks on every roaf
“Doan’t worry abaut that, old man. That osurely wonld appesar
hoy may he Lhe head of our Post Oflee hnt Banty ought to And his job
Departinent soine day " Al easy one this year, \'
!
R 8 W O A A I e e v - -—

jereated by

(resolution was adopted
e his

FOR PREPAREDNESS.

Carolina Farmers' Resolution
Not Popular Opinion,

To THE EDiToR OF THE SUN—Sir: The
unfortunuate impression that the farmers
of North Carolina are opposed to any in-
ereasge in the nation’'s military gtrenzth,
i pesolution recently passed
by certain members of the North Cuaro-
lina Farmers” Union at Durham, has
been corrected

As  president
Fuarmers'
¥ lution

North

of ithe North
Convention, 1
through one

Carnlina
challenged this
of the RState

1 s us isrepresenting the rank and
file of the farmers in the State, and
cialled for a straw ballot asking whether

or vot the farmers were In favor of ade-
Quate preparation for national defence
The vote which s now coming In s
overwhelmingly In favor of adequate
peeparation wiad T have received frequent
comments deploring the resolution of the
Farmers' ['nion

Mr. T. R PParker, framer of
tion, states in reply to my
that the resolution “does not
farmers f North
merely for the members of the unior
who wee present” Iy, Clarence |'oe
A member of the executive committes
of the unlon, stiutea that frequent ap-
peals for Inereased  military  oMcienoy
were heard at the meeting at which the
He nlso states
position and what he he-
Le the position of others, that
the question {& not one of whether the

furmers wish adequate national defence,
)

the reso-
challenge
speak for
Carolinag, bat

the 0O

i own
lisves (o

but meraly one of 1he measure of de-
fence necessary
It §s to be hoped that thesa resylts

will fully counternet the tmpression that
the report= of the Twairham meeting have
created outside of North Caroling,
Roarr ALDEN Denrny,
Jacrgon SpriNaa, N ', Decambar 9,

MUCH VIRTUE IN AN IF.

Speculations as to the Possihle FEffects
of Preparedness,

To Tur Boitor oF Tue 81y

Our country

N was Giermuany

clared war

$ 17
had been prepared for war
when the Katser
ngainsy the Allies voay conld
bet yvour life that Lausitania would
never have been sunk

That dastardly erime
the purpose of

wis enacted for
intimidating the people

of the United States and in rey e for
our stand  aeainst Prussian autocraey
and German militarismn,

If Roosevelt hind heen President 1 do
not believe there would have he noo
single American citizen harmed s sth-
marine warfare It s almost o cor.
tainty that no American vesssl would
have heen fouched when ecarrving Diis=
BOHEP IS AL Roasevelt would have
shown hig teeth 1o Germany when she
fivst interfered with our shipping on
the high seas and the KKulser would

have respected ug the more
There can he no guestion ahout pre.
paredness helng the only ¢

thing far the
United  Starex, when other vountries
wre egquipped ol prepared 1o attack us
when It omay sait thele PUT s Delay
means  furthor disrespect  and  possihle
humilintion 'BRRY L kens
Hikwsrin, Decenber 8
The Prophet.
e D4 Roov Tar Brx —Sir \
hoanal ¥ thils mornlngs s readsg
Revan Thivks Wilson  Programma Wi
Fadl Ni Tax P'rabiem Wi Causa DIt
eren 1nd Defeat Defenca Plan '
Was Mr. Bryan ever right In any of hia
predetions i
NEW York, Decoamber 9

In the Navth Awmerican Review for Lev@in:

ber De. David J Hill diseusses the eommaere ul
wmd Admirsl B A Fiske the naval Wtipe
narednes: of the Uiitidd States, while Coan

gresaman J.J Fizgerald tells what the tinan.
el troalie o wiil ¢ He
Brooks writes on England, Professor J W
Jenks on Chuna. 1. A, Brown on profubitioy
and Winthrop Talbat on ulideracy, wnd 1he

o o By

Rev. J H. Holmes considers whether Chyist
nregehed non resistanee On the terary side
Tauise € Wik

ax writes on John Galsworthy
and Aliee | 1P Wamd on Osenr Wilde, ) .
Auerhach contrihvites & story and Arthue D

Ficke » poem,

ART COLLECTI
C.E. LOCKE ON VIEW

Chinese Porcelains,  \ntiqgue
Glasses and Brass Predon.
inate in Exhibition,

ONOF

1,060 ART TO BFE SO0

The Charles 1. Locke art olia
was placed on view vesterdi, o
gallerles of the American Art A,
tion. Tt consista of Orlental por o
and carvings, antique gluss of o,
and American manufacture, old pew:
brass and copper,
Worary of Dr. Edward 1 wWorl
Newark, N. J, which includes s
works upon art subfect®, wus exhihite:

Mr. Locke, as n collector, had »
eclectic taste, and his activities cover, |
& wide range. His Chinese porelal«
inolude single color pleces, wires e
orated In several enamels, frug o ang
rare egg=hell cups, and many bowy
in the quiet brown and groy glazes that
the Orlentals themselves are fond of

Among the slugle color piecen ;g
many in brillant red glazes, such ag
the pigeon red vaso that the
apocryphal  character ol the
Heuan-Te period; the hauging vise of
the bulbous form with a crwkle glaze

At the same time

hears
of

of the “Lang-yoa" variety, showng
flecking and the effect of “clots of
blood,” and the crushed strawberrs rog
bottle, with a texture of “pears,
quality,

There are bowls and vises Lup-

quolse, Immerial vellow, hlune de ine
apple green, mustansd  dellow,  powider
blue and of course much blue and wh
Among the latter are a bowl dating fron
the K'ang-hsi period that is decoraied
with a swastika motif relleved by et
panels that bear lustrations of sa
ficlal vessels belonging to a noblemns
two large howls with dec
den paviliona and figures 1o cobalt
that date from tha Ch'eng-huw perio
and in addition there are hlue and w
plates, cups and snuff bottles,

The art objects in metal include 1y
kards, pots, flgures, trays and viases, o
among them are some clolsonne pleo
An  elghteenth century Fast  Indy
buddha represents o Civiu delty stand
on a ralscd tiered base, with her pal
held out in a characteristic buddhis
attitude, The figure is adorned with .
elaboriate headdress, while the gurme
and pendants are encrusted with «
steel,

The antigque glass and antique me
divisions of the ocollection are largs &
both contain unusual specimens, The
are whole cases of American press
giass bottles, with portralts of the P'ro.
dents, log cabins, American  eagice
bunches of grapes and other &) hie
and symbols, made by factorles at Dy
ville, I'n.; Westford, Conn.; Wel W)
ington, New London and other places

There are twenty gpecimens of Stlege
manufacture and muoh Greel, Homau
Pheeniclan and Sidonian glass. There
arse in fact large groups of antigua goas
from all the KEuropein countrics, w
an especial preponderance of
hemian pleces and German glassos 4
have been decorated with ename
of these objects are decorated witg !

ton of gu

o

arma of poblemen, others have (nec
tione and views
The brasses and the copper vesse .

llke the glasses, come from iy eou
tries. There are Arablc bhrass
lanterns, Dutch splee grinders old |
llsh bed warmers, conal hod-
water urns and candlesticks
there are about 1,000 (tems (n ¢
collection, the sale of which hezis
ecmber 1a.

The Worl library, which ig alanon vien

sy

\tope!

contains many vaolumes upon '
Jects and many large books of trave
library editions, \inong

George Paston's “Soclal Carioatie

the Eighteenth Century

by Riecl: Fanny Hen Sone

with an introduction by 3 1ens

Royal Cortlssoz's “Life of S vm

plates after Bouchers, Meni<h o ’

ture, the Dora “Trwante’” and n .
The sale of Dy, Worl's hooks w!

Place on Decamber 12 a1

JADE ORNAMENTS, $320

Second Sale of Orleninl Art Makes
Total S13,45808.00,
The Jodes excited the most 1oer

tha second dav'e sple of the Yarg
eollection of Orientul ar ¢ €
son Galleries, anid the best prives ¢
day were paid for then
Edward 1. Farmer was ona af -
principal purchuasers, paving §7200 for
174, three ornaments, a 'u A
dant of the Han period. o th "
sage in pmber nnl a dog-f
Mr. Farmep also gave 80575 f N
a palr of lower fade or .
in clolsonne pots, and $1 .
a palr of Jade corpdelialira
Other s=ales w. No. & e r
vasa of tha Chicng-laihg per '
8210, and No, 332, a gourd.s Mg
vase, for $110, Loth 1o o '
No, 427, a hang.ng v
Stanley, for $210 N, oA
pork-fat jade, to Seott p {irar
$80, and No, 418, n fade w .
H. I Heinz, for ¢
The total for o dny we L
making the sale to ure, 81 v
auction continues to-da
CHURCHILL TO QUIT FER
Leavea Presidencs of  Board
Edueation Then, e Snrs
Thormaas W. Churchil!, pis t nf
Roard of Liducation, | ' f
members that Lie will not Y
for reelectim e oxpli
that he wanted Rivy
hia business, ail Wt
ne presj i lia
with erlteisn of the |
Mitehel
“I do nnt fenl L
the sacriflioes o
administeation of f
Chuvelnll yesterda
fascinating, in fa .0
have qult
My, Churchill |
considered rvel 1l
remained to solve py
expects that this wiil b
ruary 1, when his term
reniin 4 memhber of
There has becn b
hetween T'resident o
Mitehel for ne tin »
Rin with the tight
bowrd, and v Yo w
demand of the board f
printions Twice Mo
thiat if the meimnbng
not  keep wiihn
they vcould 1o
It 18 not W
Mre, Churcinll W
been nmned by
tion., Ten vew
will be appon ral
weel
Dre, Jacobl Hesds termn o
D

Ahrabom ! ¥
presidency . .
of Ameriea, 1oow
Deawtsches o
Novemher U4 "

tonto Knn '




